
2019 Burlington Little League (BLL) Majors Rules

Unless otherwise stated in this document, BLL rules will defer to Little League rules, as expressed in the 2019 Little League Baseball Rules Official Regulations and Playing Rules handbook.  Every manager should have a copy of this handbook.

1. Coaches Code of Conduct 

a. At all times during practices and games, managers and coaches are representatives of Burlington Little League and are expected to act accordingly.

b. Coaches are NOT allowed to argue balls and strikes or judgment calls.  If the manager would like to discuss a point with an umpire, then he must respectfully request a conference.  Arguing balls and strikes or judgment calls by any coach may result in disciplinary action against the team manager.

c. The manager is the only one that can discuss a call with an umpire.  When one umpire makes a call, if a manager would like to have the call reviewed/validated by the other umpire on the field, you must ask the umpire that made the call if he would like to review the call with the other umpire.  The umpire’s decision is final.

d. If you are questioning the application of the rulebook, then you may request that the umpire review the rule.  The umpire may then decide whether to change the call, and that decision is final.  

e. All managers and coaches should familiarize themselves with the rule book and their code of conduct.  Managers are responsible for the conduct of their assistant coaches, team members, and the team parents.  Please discuss appropriate behavior with them before the start of the season.  If manager, assistant coach and/or a parent is ejected from a game the manager may be subject to further disciplinary action from the BLL board.  

f. Only team players and coaches are allowed in the dugout area, including leaning on the dugout fence, while a game is underway.  A maximum of four coaches, including the manager, is allowed in the dugout at any time during the game.

2. Players Code of Conduct- Players and coaches are not allowed to cheer or make noise while the pitcher is in the act of pitching.  It will be in the umpire’s discretion to call a “no pitch” if the team has previously been warned.

a. Players should support team members and should not insult players from the opposing team.  

b. Players are not allowed to challenge calls made by the umpire.  If a player challenges an umpire’s call, he may be penalized at the umpire’s discretion.  Managers are expected to discipline players that openly criticize the umpires.

3. Minimum Number of Players - A team must have nine players to start a game but agreement between opposing coaches will allow a game to begin with eight players.  Team with eight players will take an out in the batting order for the missing player.

4. Playing Time- In order to emphasize playing time and instruction, all coaches agree to play each child a minimum of three innings.  Each player must also bat at least once each game.  Managers may be penalized for infractions of this rule.  [Note: In the unlikely event that a player does not get his three innings in the field because no bottom of the sixth was necessary, then two defensive innings will be sufficient playing time.]

a. Starters can come out anytime, however, subs must play for six consecutive outs and get one at-bat before the starter may re-enter the game.  Only starters can re-enter a game, so subs need to play their three innings (nine outs) once they enter the game, and must get at least one at bat.  

b. Once the starter is eligible to re-enter the game, he may return in any position in the batting order.  He may re-enter as a substitute for another starter (starter #2).  If so, then he becomes a substitute, and must play for six consecutive outs and one at bat before starter number two may return to the game. 
c. If a game is shortened due to weather or darkness and counted as a completed game, then the manager will not be penalized for failing to fulfill the rules specified above.

d. Managers must notify the Majors league director (Mike DeSena) if you need to play any player less than three innings due to disciplinary reasons.

e. Playing time minimums will not apply to players who choose to leave the game early.

5. Late Arrivals – If a player arrives in the 1st, 2nd, or 3rd inning, the player must play a minimum of one inning. If a player arrives in the 4th, 5h or 6th inning, managers are encouraged, but not required, to play the player for at least one inning.  In either instance, there is no minimum at-bat requirement.  
6. Pitching- Refer to the Little League Pitch Count Regulation.  

Of Note:

a. A pitcher who delivers 41 or more pitches in a game cannot play the position of catcher for the remainder of that day.  

b. If a player plays the catcher position in four (4) or more innings in a game is not eligible to pitch on that same day.  That means a player who has caught a full three (3) innings and then catches a pitch in a fourth inning will be unavailable to pitch subsequently in the game because he was catcher in any part of four innings.

c. Pitchers are allowed to throw curveballs, however, coaches are not allowed to teach kids how to throw curveballs.
d. If a player plays catcher for less than four (4) innings and then moves to pitcher, he cannot return as a catcher if he throws 21 pitches or more that same day.
7. Miscellaneous Game Rules

a. Stealing bases is allowed from start of the season. 

b. Faking a bunt and then swinging is not allowed in games between two Burlington teams.  Games played against other league towns play by Little League rules unless managers otherwise agree to prior to the start of the game.

c. Intentional walk – Once notification is made to the umpire by the defensive manager to intentionally walk the batter, the ball is ruled dead, and the batter is awarded first base.  Four (4) pitches will be added to the official pitch count and no other runners will advance unless forced. 
8. Rain Outs- Depending on the time of the season and field availability, make up games may be played at Library, Malerbo, Nassehegan Field, or in Canton if originally scheduled there.  The BLL Director of Umpiring will assign umpires to the make-up games. 

Postponing a game due to inclement weather
a. If rain is in the forecast for the next day and a game is scheduled, the managers from each team should communicate with regard to who will be available the next day to decide if the field is playable.  For this purpose, coaches may send assistant coaches to a field as proxies. 

b. On game day, the town Park & Rec Dept. can declare the fields closed (not including Library Field).  This decision is made by 2:00.   The Majors league director and scheduler should be notified.

c. If Park & Rec does not close the fields, or the game is at Library Field, then the rainout decision is up to the managers.  This call is made by 4:45 to allow for time to inform the umpires and team members.   If both teams have managers at the field at 3:50, then they will come to mutual agreement and notify the Director of Umpiring by phone and/or email of their decision.  If only one manager is available to make the rain-out call, then the other (unrepresented) manager agrees to abide by his decision.  

d. It is NOT up to the umpire to make the call (although he can), nor is it the field chief’s decision, nor the league director’s decision - it is the managers' decision, so we need at least one representative from one team present to make the call.  If neither team sends a representative, then it is assumed that the game will be played.

e. Managers are responsible for calling the umpires, contacting the league director, and contacting their teams, via their team moms or whatever method they use.  Umpire(s) must be notified of cancellation no later than one hour before game time.  

 Rescheduling a rained-out game

a. If a game is rained out, the Director of Scheduling is responsible for rescheduling the game.  The managers have no say in when the game will be rescheduled.  The Director of Scheduling will notify the managers of the next available date for the game to be played.  It is the manager’s responsibility to have his team available to play.  Please keep your team updated on this rule to make them aware that in the event of a rain-out, you may play the next day.

b. Some valid reasons for not playing being unable to play a rescheduled game include school functions that take a group of kids away or holidays/ weekends in which everyone is on vacation are valid reasons.    

c. Managers are responsible for informing their teams of the new date for the game, and for updating their schedules on the website to reflect the change.  Please be diligent in keeping this information up to date.   For us to establish the website as an integral part of our processes, it is very important that the info on the site stays current.

9. Tarp - If rain is in the forecast for the night or next day, then the last team to use the field – either the last team to practice or the home team if it’s a game – is responsible for putting the tarp onto the infield.

10. Practice Fields - Managers are responsible for informing the Scheduling Director if assigned practice fields will not be used, so that the fields may be reassigned.  

11. Injuries – Managers must report all significant injuries to the Majors league director when they occur.  
12. Disputes – Managers should endeavor to resolve disputes with players, parents, umpires, other managers, etc. directly and reasonably.  Unresolved disputes should be reported to the Majors league director for resolution.

13. Dug Outs – At all Burlington fields, the home team will use the dugout on the third base side.  The visiting team will use the dugout on the first base side.
14. Umpiring Requirements 
a. Umpiring will be set up by the Director of Umpires.  The home team manager will be responsible for paying the umpires. 

b. If in the event that an umpire does not show up, contact the Director of Umpires. 
15.  Playoff Format

a. 2019 playoffs will consist of a four team, double elimination tournament between the four Burlington teams.  Canton games will count in the standings, Torrington games will not.  
b. Playoff seedings will be based on the following:

i. Regular season record, if tied then

ii. Head to head, if tied then
iii. Regular season runs against total (lowest total wins), if tied then
iv. Coin Flip

16.  Library Field Responsibilities - 

· The Home Team is responsible for:
· Raking the infield after games at Library Field
· Putting away audio equipment into snack shack
· Managing power and operation of the scoreboard
· Making sure the Snack Shack is cleaned/locked
· Ensuring batting cages are cleaned/locked and equipment put away
· Ensuring all tools are put away and tool shed is locked
· Emptying trash cans are and lining them with new trash bags
· Both Teams are responsible for:
· Cleaning/sweeping their respective dugouts
· Cleaning trash from under bleachers/around area

17.      Baseball bats.  

The bat must be a baseball bat which meets the USA Baseball Bat standard (USABat) as adopted by Little League. It shall be a smooth, rounded stick, and made of wood or of material and color tested and proved acceptable to the USA Baseball Bat standard (USABat).  It must bear the USA Baseball logo signifying that it meets the USA Baseball Youth Bat Performance Standards.  The barrel diameter must not exceed 2⅝”.  Additional information is available at LittleLeague.org/batinfo  

